
■  Writing Your Will: Easier Than You Think       ■  Your Path to the Perfect Gift      ■  Family or Charity? The Answer Is Both

INSIDE

Your Will: A Reflection of Your Life

PINE REST FOUNDATION PLANNED GIVING NEWSLETTER •  SUMMER 2018

YOUR WILL CAN FURTHER OUR MISSION
We would love to talk with you about how your future gift can 

make a meaningful difference at Pine Rest.  

It’s one of the most important legal documents you’ll 

ever create; a will dictates how you want your assets 

distributed after you’re gone. But beyond legalities, 

a will is a reflection of your life. It reveals who and 

what mattered most to you, and it’s the final gesture 

by which you’ll be remembered.

A well-planned will relieves family members from having 

to guess your final wishes during their time of grief, and it 

ensures they are taken care of in the manner you specify. 

When you provide for an organization such as Pine Rest 

Christian Mental Health Services in your will, you also extend 

your legacy of caring and generosity to those in our care. 

 A will has extraordinary potential, yet the 2017 NMI 

Healthy Aging Database® study found that 68 percent of 

Americans over the age of 18 don’t have one. Are you one 

of the 68 percent? If so, consider what a will can do for you:

 •  Name a guardian for minor children

 •  Make financial arrangements for family members

 •  Provide for a pet

 •  Protect your business

 •  Forgive a debt

 •  Direct the division of your property  

(so the state does not)

 •  Choose the executor for your estate

 •  Reduce estate administration expenses

 •  Provide for a charitable organization such as Pine Rest



ORGANIZE YOUR IMPORTANT PAPERS
Do your loved ones know where you keep your important papers? Send for your FREE copy of Your Guide to 

Locating Important Documents, which helps you take inventory so that you and your family can have peace of 

mind. Just return the reply card today to get yours.

FREE

Have you put off creating your will because it seems too overwhelming? It 

may be easier and less time-consuming than you think. In just a one-hour 

meeting with an estate planning attorney—along with some preparation—

you can be well on your way to having a legally sound will. 

First, contact an estate planning attorney. These legal specialists are experts in will 

planning. They understand how your decisions affect your estate and can guide 

you toward a path that will best meet your goals. 

FROM START TO FINISH
Here’s how you and your attorney will progress from nothing to something in just 

one hour.

WHAT ARE YOUR GOALS?

In the beginning, expect to answer a lot of questions regarding your goals 

for your estate. For example: How do you want to provide for minor 

children? Do you want to give back to your community?

ASSETS AND LIABILITIES 

Discussing your assets and liabilities, as well as how they are titled, will 

help your attorney determine whether your current situation aligns with 

your estate goals. 

 

ADDITIONAL CONSIDERATIONS

You’ll discuss guardianship for minor children, an executor for your 

estate, medical considerations and other important issues. 

NEXT STEPS

Assuming the meeting goes as planned, at this point your attorney should 

have a good feel for your estate and be ready to draft your will. Once a 

draft is complete and agreed upon, you’ll meet again to execute the will.* 

*More complex estates or living trusts may require additional meetings and documentation.
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Did You Know?

You can support Pine Rest beyond 

your lifetime by adding just a few 

lines to your will. Contact Stephanie 

Baker at (616) 222-4500 to get 

official language to share with your 

attorney. 



IF YOU WANT TO… Make a larger gift now or in the 
future that has little or no effect 
on cash flow, and:

•  Qualify for an income tax 
charitable deduction

•  Avoid taxes on assets that 
have increased in value

•  Transfer the expense of 
insuring or maintaining 
assets you no longer need

Make a simple gift after your 
lifetime, and:

•  Maintain your current lifestyle 
by controlling your assets 
during your lifetime

•  Enjoy the flexibility to  
change plans

•  Pass your retirement plan 
assets to us tax free

CHOOSE FROM  
THESE OPTIONS…

Stock or other securities
Real estate
Personal property

Gift in your will or trust
Beneficiary designation

THEN ENJOY THE  
TRUE REWARD!

Feel good knowing that you’ve created a brighter  
future for our patients and their families.

It’s not easy choosing the perfect gift, especially when it comes to charitable giving from your estate. 

When to give, how much to give and the affordability of giving are common concerns. And then 

there’s the choice about how you want the gift to benefit you. 

Whether you aim to enjoy tax savings or maintain your current lifestyle, there’s a charitable gift that meets your 

needs. Use the chart below to navigate these advantages and find the perfect gift—one that benefits you and 

makes a significant impact on our future.

Your Path to the Perfect Gift



Return the enclosed reply 

card to request your FREE 

copy of Your Guide to Locating 

Important Documents to help your 

family locate your important papers 

when you’re gone.

Visit our website to discover 

ways to give that meet your 

needs and charitable goals. 

STEP 
2

Contact us to learn more 

about how you can make Pine 

Rest a part of your legacy. 

STEP 
3

STEP 

1

Your Next Steps

Family or Charity?  
The Answer Is Both

Pine Rest Foundation

Pine Rest Christian Mental Health Services

300 68th St. SE, P.O. Box 165

Grand Rapids, MI 49501-0165

pinerest.planmygift.org

Stephanie Baker

Donor Relations Manager

(616) 222-4500

If you wish to be removed from our Foundation mailing list, please contact  

Amanda Velting at (616) 455-8680.

Do you want answers 

to all of your estate 

planning questions? 

Visit pinerest.planmygift.org to read the 

latest articles on planned giving and 

see your possible benefits for many 

charitable giving options.

Naming Pine Rest as a beneficiary in your will is a simple way 

to support our future. But maybe you’ve hesitated because you’re 

unsure about how much to give. 

Because life is unpredictable 

and the value of your assets 

is likely to rise and fall, 

you don’t want to risk that 

someday your charitable gift 

could outweigh the well-being 

of your family. Fortunately, 

there’s a solution.

Percentage Giving

Instead of a fixed amount, 

consider gifting a percentage 

of your estate or of specific 

assets. That way, gifts to loved 

ones and to organizations 

such as Pine Rest remain 

proportional—no matter  

how your estate fluctuates. 

 Here are three simple ways 

to put family first while 

supporting those we serve: 

 1.  Gift a percentage of your 

estate to us in your will.

 2.  Leave Pine Rest a 

percentage of your 

residual estate (the 

portion of your 

estate that remains 

after all gifts have been 

made and all claims of 

the estate are satisfied).

 3.  Name Pine Rest as 

a beneficiary of a 

percentage of your life 

insurance policy or 

retirement account.


